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Azerbaijan’s Franghiz AliZadeh receives Aga Khan Music Award 

 
Lisbon, Portugal, 21 March 2019 – Azerbaijani composer 
and pianist Franghiz AliZadeh has been selected for the 
“Music Creation” award at the inaugural Aga Khan Music 
Awards. Franghiz AliZadeh is due to receive the Award 
from His Highness the Aga Khan at a ceremony in Lisbon, 
Portugal, on 31 March. 
 
Ms. Alizadeh has produced a prolific body of classical 
concert music that draws inspiration from Azerbaijan’s 
venerable musical and literary traditions. A graduate of 
Baku Conservatory, Ms. AliZadeh has long served as a 
bridge between Baku’s musical establishment and leading 
composers, performers, and musical institutions in Europe 
and North America.  
 

In the 1970s, she gave the Baku premieres of works -- all but unknown to local audiences -- by 
John Cage, George Crumb, Olivier Messiaen, and members of the Second Viennese School 
(Schoenberg, Berg, Webern). Also in the 1970s, her own music began to appear on concert 
programmes in Europe and North America through collaborations with, and later, commissions 
from, a constellation of distinguished performers and presenting institutions. These have 
included the Berlin Philharmonic, Concertgebouw, violinist Hilary Hahn, Houston Grand 
Opera, Kronos Quartet, Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble, Lucerne Festival, and 
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, for which she wrote Concerto for Cello and Orchestra, 
premiered in Lisbon in 2002 by Ivan Monighetti and the Gulbenkian Orchestra, conducted by 
Muhai Tang.  
 
Franghiz AliZadeh’s compositions continue to be performed regularly in Azerbaijan. For the 
2004 re-opening of the Azerbiajan State Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre, her 
commissioned orchestral work “Homage” was conducted by Mstislav Rostropovich. Her opera 
“Intizar” (Awaiting) has been part of the theatre’s permanent repertoire since 2007.  
 
Currently, Franghiz AliZadeh is working on several commissioned projects, including a piece 
for the Los Angeles-based iPalpiti Festival, where she will also give master classes as a 
composer-in-residence. Franghiz AliZadeh has served as chairman of the Composers’ Union 
of Azerbaijan since 2007, and currently serves as artistic director of the Silk Road International 
Music Festival 
in Sheki, Azerbaijan. 

The Aga Khan Music Awards at the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (29-31 March) bring 
together a constellation of the world’s leading musical talents from the Muslim world. 
Established by His Highness the Aga Khan to recognise exceptional creativity, promise, and 
enterprise in music in societies across the world in which Muslims have a significant presence, 
the Aga Khan Music Award recipients share a prize fund of USD $500,000, as well as 
opportunities for professional development. 
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These opportunities include commissions for the creation of new works, contracts for 
recordings and artist management, support for pilot education initiatives, and technical or 
curatorial consultancies for music archiving, preservation, and dissemination projects. 
 
Two concerts bookend the festival weekend.  On Friday evening, 29 March, the Gulbenkian 
Orchestra, led by maestro Pedro Neves, will perform new works composed by master 
musicians of the Aga Khan Music Initiative from Tajikistan, Syria, and Afghanistan. These 
lively works, arranged for orchestra by the renowned Uzbekistani composer Dmitri Yanov-
Yanovsky, showcase virtuosic performers on the Afghan rubab, Tajik dutar, Uzbek doira, and 
Middle Eastern qanun and duclar. 

On Sunday evening, 31 March, a concert featuring short performances by the laureates of the 
2019 Aga Khan Music Awards will precede the awarding of prizes. The Awards Master Jury 
will select the laureate in the Performance category from a field of 14 finalists who will perform 
before a live audience on Saturday, 30 March. 

For press enquiries, please contact: 

Sam Pickens  
info@akdn.org 

NOTE 

The Aga Khan Music Awards (AKMA) emerged from the Aga Khan Music Initiative (AKMI), 
an interregional music and arts education programme with worldwide performance, outreach, 
mentoring and artistic production activities. Launched to support talented musicians and music 
educators working to preserve, transmit, and further develop their musical heritage in 
contemporary forms, the Music Initiative began its work in Central Asia, subsequently 
expanding its cultural development activities to include artistic communities and audiences in 
the Middle East, North Africa, and South Asia. 

The Initiative promotes the revitalisation of cultural heritage both as a source of livelihood for 
musicians and as a means to strengthen pluralism in nations where it is challenged by social, 
political, and economic constraints. Its projects have included publication of a comprehensive 
textbook, The Music of Central Asia (Indiana University Press, 2016), a 10-volume CD-DVD 
anthology, Music of Central Asia, co-produced with Smithsonian Folkways Recordings, a 
worldwide performance and outreach program that nurtures “East-East” as well as “East-West” 
musical collaborations, and a network of music schools and centres that develop innovative 
music curricula and curriculum materials in the Music Initiative’s regions of activity. 
(https://www.akdn.org/akmi). 

Aga Khan Music Initiative (AKMI) management 

Fairouz Nishanova, Director 
Theodore Levin, Senior Consultant 
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